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The ethical use of AI tools

Research Quest ion

Springer Nature, the world’s 
largest academic publisher, 
has clarified its policies on 

the use of AI writing tools in 
scientific papers. 

The company announced 
that software like ChatGPT 

can’t be credited as an 
author in papers published 
in its thousands of journals. 

However, Springer says it has no 
problem with scientists using AI 
to help write or generate ideas 

for research, as long as this 
contribution is properly 

disclosed by the authors³.

(1) ChatGPT can’t be credited as an author, says world’s largest academic .... https://www.theverge.com/2023/1/26/23570967/chatgpt-author-scientific-papers-springer-nature-ban .
(2) ChatGPT: evolution or revolution? | SpringerLink. https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11019-023-10136-0 .
(3) Examining Science Education in ChatGPT: An Exploratory Study ... - Springer. https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10956-023-10039-y. 

https://www.theverge.com/2023/1/26/23570967/chatgpt-author-scientific-papers-springer-nature-ban
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11019-023-10136-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10956-023-10039-y
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Elsevier has announced a new author policy on AI and AI-assisted tools in 
scientific writing. The policy states that authors should not list AI and AI-
assisted technologies as an author or co-author or cite AI as an author.

The policy also states that authors should disclose the use of AI and AI-
assisted technologies in the writing process by adding a statement at the 
end of their manuscript. 

The statement should include the name of the tool or service used, the 
purpose for using it, and the limitations of the tool or service.

Elsevier. (2023, March 8). The use of AI and AI-assisted writing technologies in scientific writing. Retrieved from 
https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/publishing-ethics/the-use-of-ai-and-ai-assisted-writing-technologies-in-scientific-writing 

The ethical use of AI tools

https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies/publishing-ethics/the-use-of-ai-and-ai-assisted-writing-technologies-in-scientific-writing
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The policy is intended to ensure that the authorship of scientific papers is 
attributed to the human authors who are responsible for the content of the paper. 

The policy also aims to prevent the misuse of AI and AI-assisted technologies in 
scientific writing, such as using them to generate plagiarized or fraudulent content.

The policy is a positive step towards ensuring the integrity of scientific research.

It is important to note that the policy does not prohibit the use of AI and AI-
assisted technologies in scientific writing.

The policy simply requires that authors disclose the use of these tools and take 
responsibility for the content of their papers.

Ethical use of AI tools
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AI tools for editors

• Checking text and proofreading documents

• Plagiarism checking, eg Figures
• Authorship checking

• Statistics 











How AI tools can help researchers I 
(editors need to know ...)

Research Quest ion

1. Research question: 
Define a research 

question that is relevant 
and important to the field 
of clinical research. This 

question should be 
focused and testable.

2. Literature review: 
Conduct a thorough 
literature review to 
determine what is 

currently known about 
the research question 

and to identify any gaps 
in the literature.

3. Study design: Choose 
an appropriate study 

design that will answer 
the research question. 

This could include a 
randomized controlled 

trial, observational study, 
or other study design.
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4. Participant selection: 
Identify the population of 

interest and recruit 
participants for the study. 
Participants should meet 
the inclusion criteria and 
not meet the exclusion 

criteria.

5. Data collection: 
Collect data using 

appropriate measures 
and methods. This could 

include surveys, 
interviews, medical tests, 

or other measures.

6. Data analysis: Analyze 
the data using 

appropriate statistical 
methods. This could 
include descriptive 

statistics, inferential 
statistics, or other types 

of analysis.

How AI tools can help 
researchers II
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7. Results: Interpret the 
results and present 
them in a clear and 

concise manner. This 
could include tables, 

figures, or other visual 
aids.

8. Discussion: Discuss 
the results in the 

context of the literature 
and the research 

question. Identify any 
limitations of the study 
and suggest areas for 

future research.

9. Conclusion: Draw 
conclusions based on 

the results and the 
discussion. Emphasize 
the significance of the 

findings and their 
implications for clinical 

practice.

How AI tools can help 
researchers III
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10. Manuscript preparation: 
Prepare the manuscript 

according to the guidelines 
of the target journal. This 
could include writing the 
introduction, methods, 
results, discussion, and 

conclusion sections, as well 
as formatting the manuscript 

and preparing any 
supporting materials.

11. Peer review:
Submit the manuscript 

for peer review and 
respond to any 

comments or revisions 
requested by the 

reviewers.

12. Publication:
Once the manuscript has 

been accepted for 
publication, proofread 

and finalize the 
manuscript and prepare 
any additional materials 
required by the journal.

How AI tools can help 
researchers IV



https://scholar-ai.net/


